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A 7" ‘Colonial Office, 
Pe a k Downing Street, 
S.W.1. 


y. 
lo~ February, 1947, 


Dew Verttr 


The High Commissioner for Palestine raised with 
us during his recent visit a question whicn appears 
to be outstanding between the Palestine Government 
and His Majesty's Ambassador, Cairo. It concerns the 
initiation of discussions between the Palestine and 
Egyptian Governments regarding the establishment of 
a joint frontier railway station and control post. 
From a note on this subject by the Palestine 
Government, a copy of which I enclose, you will see 
that the usefulness of beginning such conversations 
depends, in some degree, on the question whether . 
under the new Egyptian Treaty any adjustment of the 
Palestine-Egyptian Frontier will be made. X 


We should be grateful if you could let us know 
how matters stand. 


In view of possible military interest in this 
project I am sending a copy of this letter to 
Atkinson M.0.4. 
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There has been correspondence over a period of two 
Government and the. British. Ambassador 


In Maren 1946 it 
in a despatch to 
be discussions wi 


~/82uaLafay 


‘ 


nmment to nominate 
Owing to the large military 
he frontier at Rafa it igs 
Sh military authorities 
he negotiations. It is under- 
stood that the question of a cnange of frontier, s0 as to 
include within Palestine military establishments lying . 
South of the present line, has been under consideration in 
the course of negotiations for a revision of the Egyptian 
Treaty. It is clearly undesirable that discussions with 
the Egyptian Government as to a joint frontier railway 
station and control post should take place if the proposed 
Change of frontier is still a live issue. If information 
could be obtained on this point then discussions with the 
Egyptian Government as to the frontier station can proceed; 
in some practical aspects an early determination of the 
Location of the future frontier railway station and controls 


is desirable. For example the existing Palestine customs 
/control 
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